
 



Renewal and Transformation 
 

Easter signifies a fundamental shift in the ordinary order, representing a break from the normal 
course of life and a promise of new beginnings. It's not just a holiday; it's a pivotal moment of 
transformation, emphasizing the concept of resurrection and the potential for renewal in both our 
personal and spiritual lives. Easter is about renewal and transformation.  
  
Bethany Church council voted in April to shift our worship schedule during the months of June, 
July, and August. As we discussed the upcoming schedule for summer, the goals and resolutions of 
the congregation were the focus on why we are making a change. We talked about growing in 
relationships and building community. This renewal and transformation has come after some 
laments from people in the congregation. One: We don't really know anyone from the other service. 
Two: our fellowship coffee hour isn't well attended. Three: We wish there were more people in 
worship; it seems empty. The shift was made to address these laments as well as meet our goals.  
  
This change doesn’t come lightly. In fact, the council would tell you that I am pretty anxious about 
it. Nervous about how it will go. Worried that this change would cause more issues than just 
keeping things the way they have always been. Then I ran across the following quote by William 
Bridges in my own personal reflection about how I was feeling.  
  
“It isn’t the changes that do you in, it’s the transitions. Change is not the same as transition. 
Change is situational: the new site, the new boss, the new team roles, the new policy. Transition is 
the psychological process people go through to come to terms with the new situation. Change is 
external, transition is internal.” 
  
I have to tell you church; this was a light bulb moment for me. It wasn’t the change I was anxious 
about; it was the transition. Isn’t that what was happening with the disciples after Jesus’ death and 
resurrection? They were almost lost on the road to Emmaus. They were worried behind locked 
doors. They were skeptical when Jesus came to them and then he said, “Peace be with you.” They 
were anxious about the transition from ministry with Jesus to ministry without him.  It has been a 
process to think about the transition to a new schedule this summer. We will gather  
  
AS church for fellowship, coffee, treats, and more coffee at 9:00 am in the fellowship hall. At 10:00 
am we will gather as church FOR worship!  
 
My prayer is that this time of building community, worshiping together, and strengthening 
relationships with one another will be a welcome transition, knowing it might take awhile to come 
to terms with this new situation.  
 
As we transition to this new schedule for the summer months, please participate on Sunday as we 
gather for fellowship and worship. I encourage you all to do this, if not for yourselves, for others in 
our church family. Ultimately, this is about trying to achieve our goals of being a community 
(church). We are Easter people, people of renewal and transformation. Let us take this intentional 
time this summer to lean into this new situation and embrace our lives together as Easter people.  
 

Peace, Pastor Chris 
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