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A message from Pastor Chris. . . 

Telling the Story 

The philosopher Sßren Kierkegaard told a parable to highlight the urgency of the gospel and 

the responsibility of all followers of Christ to share it. 

A circus in Denmark caught fire, and the manager sent a clownðalready in full costumeðto 

warn a nearby village. ñRun for your lives!ò he cried. But the villagers only laughed, thinking 

it was a publicity stunt for the show. The more he pleaded, even in tears, the more they 

laughed. No one listened, and the fire destroyed both the circus and the village. 

Kierkegaard used this story to illustrate how the world may dismiss the gospel, especially 

when it comes from familiar or unexpected messengers. Yet it is everyday believersðnot just 

pastorsðwho are uniquely placed to reach others. The parable is a sobering call: evangelism is 

not reserved for a few professionalsðit is the responsibility of every Christian. 

In the 10th chapter of Lukeôs Gospel, Jesus sends out seventy disciples to go into towns and 

villages, and into peopleôs homes, to proclaim the Word of God. You may have had people 

come to your door wanting to tell you about Jesus. Sometimes itôs just an invitation. Other 

times, it can feel more aggressiveðasking if youôve been saved or if Jesus Christ is your per-

sonal Lord and Savior. 

These last two examples are often what come to mind when we hear the word "evangelism," 

and theyôve given the ñEò word a bad rap. Thatôs likely why many of us Lutherans would run 

the other way if the pastor asked us to knock on doors! Perhaps weôre uncomfortable with that 

approach because it doesn't reflect how we understand God. We believe we are saved by Godôs 

graceðwe donôt choose salvation; God chooses us through the cross of Jesus Christ. And we 

believe Jesus is more than ñourò saviorðHe is the Savior of the world. 

So what does Lutheran evangelism look like? 

Itôs telling the storyðthe story of Godôs love and grace, the story of what God is doing in our 

lives and the relationships that are formed through that story. 

Maybe evangelism is as simple as loving someone, understanding them, and hearing their sto-

ry. Come to think of it, isnôt that what God does for us? Loves us while we are still sinners, 

welcomes us, and makes us new? 

Letôs begin with gratitude for all God has done and continues to do in our lives. Sometime in 

the next few weeks, drop a thank-you note to God in the offering plate. It could be on a sticky 

note,  a formal card, a napkinðshort or long, whatever you like. Think about the storyðyour 

story, God's story in your lifeðand letôs say thanks. 

Perhaps one day those thank-you notes will turn into invitationsðto experience God in this 

place, to hear the story of Godôs love and grace, and to live in community as children of God. 

Peace, Pastor Chris 

 мр 
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    Lutheran World Relief Baby Care Kits  

 

Your help is needed to complete our Baby Care Kits for LWR.  Each kit is matched up 

with a mother in need.  All baby items should be freshly laundered or new.  A donation 

bucket is located in the church office.  Thank you.  

¶ Lightweight cotton t-shirts, no onesies  & sizes 6-24 months.  

¶ Long or short sleeved gowns/ sleepers without feet 

¶ Receiving blankets: cotton, flannel or crocheted between 36ò& 52ò square.  

¶ Cloth diapers, flat fold preferred      * 2 diaper pins or large safety pins 

¶ Girlôs or boyôs jacket, sweater, or hooded sweatshirt  

¶ Dark colored hand towel (plain)  * baby socks  * baby hat or small stocking cap 

о 
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The noisy offering for August will go to help fund the National Youth 

Gathering trip.  The noisy offering for September will to the TACOL 

Christmas Basket Committee. 

мо 

GREEN TEAM  

Green Team has been busy over the summer, 

meeting regularly, sponsoring a field trip to the 

Maxwell Game Preserve (organized and led by 

Cynthia Woodard), planning future projects, and 

continuing to uplift ways to live more sustainably. 

 

Weôre especially pleased to call your attention to 

our new and improved compost bins! Thanks to 

Trampas Miller and the Property Committee and 

their clever upcycling and retrofitting of discarded industrial materials to meet our 

needs, the new bins are conveniently located just outside the south door to the basement, 

making emptying the kitchen coffee grounds a snap! The compact design will also make 

it easier to turn and stir the compost occasionally, facilitating the magic transformation 

of kitchen and yard waste into rich, moist compost to use on our gardens.  

 

And speaking of gardens - whatôs growing in yours, and what might you have planned 

for next year? Do you have a beautiful flower, vegetable or herb garden? Do you have a 

yard that attracts pollinators? Features native perennial plants? Conserves water? Offers 

natural habitat for wildlife? Makes efficient use of space? Thrives with limited or no use 

of herbicides or pesticides? If so, stay tuned! Green Team would like to sponsor a Gar-

den Tour next spring, and we may want to feature yours!  

2nd Tuesday  

12 pm - 2 pm 

4th Tuesday 

5-7 pm  

 

 Aug. 26  

Sept. 13 Sept. 23  

Oct. 11 Oct 28  

Nov. 8 Nov. 20 *   

Dec. 13  Dec. 30 *   

* Note different date due to holiday.  
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Youth group this summer has had 2 gatherings.   

We had a cookout at Ericka & Jeremy's house and an 

outing to The Alley.   

 

We recently took our graduated seniors out for a meal before they all leave for college 

this week.   

 

As we look forward to fall, we will be planning our regular youth group events, includ-

ing a fifth quarter and our Brent Nelson Fundraiser at Hyllningsfest.   
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Rev. Yebiel Curry has been elected as presiding 

Bishop of the ELCA!  

Bishop-elect Curry was elected on the fifth ballot 

with 70.34% of the vote.  

The Rev. Yebiel Curry  

Presiding Bishopð elect of the ELCA  

Ever-living God, strengthen and sustain Bishop-elect Curry and Bishop-elect Simon  

with patience and understanding that they may love and care for your people. Grant that       

together we may follow in the way of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.                 

www.elca.org  

 

Rev. Donna Simon was elected June 7 to serve a six-year term 

as Bishop of the Central States Synod of the ELCA.  

The election took place during the synod assembly. She will 

take office September 1, 2025 and be installed on September 

28.   

Read more about what is happening in the Synod by visiting www.livinglutheran.org. 

Read about congregational life, voices of faith, and so much more.    
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Men's Choir:  

All men, high school age or older 

First rehearsal September 3rd @ 7 p.m. 

Sing for church September 7th 

Director, Leah Ann Anderson  

 

Chancel Choir:  

All singers middle school age & older  

First rehearsal September 10th @ 7 p.m. 

Sing for church September 14th 

Director, Britney English  

 

Childrenôs Choir:  

All children, pre-K thru 8th grade 

First rehearsal September 14th @ 9 a.m. 

Director, Britney English  


